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October 

1933: Nu Nu 

Zan was born 

1942-45: With help from the 

AFPFL (Anti-Fascist People's 

Freedom League), led by 

Aung San, Britain liberates 

Burma from the Japanese 

occupation 

Spencer 

Zan was 

born 

Japan invades Burma with 

help from Burma 

Independance Army (BIA). 

Nunus little sister June is killed 

at the age of 4. 

Zan Family in Burma: A Timeline 

April 1954: 

Spencer and 

Nunu are 

married. 

December 

1954: Lester 

was born 

April 1957: 

David was 

born 

1937: After decades of 

British occupation and the 

Anglo-Burmese wars, Burma 

becomes a British province 

after separating from India 

1947: Aung San assasinated - 

U Nu becomes leader of 

AFPFL and government. 

1948: Burma gains 

independence 

1969: Zan family 

arrives in USA 

(North Wales, PA 

September 

1984: Jason 

was born 

September 

1987: Jenna 

was born 

Military coup led by Gen. Ne 

Win gives rise to a 

nationalised economy. 

Independent newspapers 

banned. 

1964: Zan's 

exodus to 

Thailand 

1964-1969: Zan Family runs a 

youth hostel for missionaries' 

children in Bangkok, Thailand. 

 

1941-47: Spencer 

serves the British 

Royal Navy 

1947-48: Spencer is 

held in detention 

camp for his efforts 

to thwart the BIA  

November 

2015: Burma's 

first free 

Nationwide 

Election 

January 2013: 

Jason and Nunu 

travel to Burma--it's 

the first time she's 

been back to the 

country since 

fleeing in the 60s. 


